[bookmark: _GoBack]STUDENT NAME
2/2/16
Article Summary #1

I. Introduction
a. This article aims to inform the reader on the history of Allport’s text, The Nature of Prejudice. By reading and examining the process of how this text was developed, the reader will see how the studies of prejudice made the unit of social psychology relevant in the field of psychology as a whole.
b. There were three ways in which Allport studied prejudice and group conflict. He taught a course on the subject, and required his students to be broken up into groups that he referred to as committee structures, document their own lives that discussed personal experiences with prejudice, and get involved with community projects that he referred to as social action.
c.  Through these methods, his students became aware of the topics of prejudice and group conflict; and gave a voice to social justice in the social problem of prejudice. 
II. The Interdisciplinary Origins of the Nature of Prejudice
a. As mentioned above, Allport’s ideal of being prejudiced, was expressed through his course at Harvard after World War II. Even though psychology was in compromise after the war, social psychology was slowly becoming recognized as a part of psychology when the Department of Social Relations was created.
b. Allport was now able to teach a Prejudice and Group Conflict seminar. In this seminar, he attributed scientific theory and scientific practice to the teaching of social psychology. Through the course, it is apparent that he did not forget to include different points of view through the assigned readings.
c. Topics he covered were religion and its link to prejudice, how people at the time viewed minority groups like the Japanese, and Russians, police and their relation to minority groups, interracial housing and schooling, and group conflict. 
d. Students were required to conduct interviews with people considered a case study, or study a group that was relevant or of interest at the time being. 
III. Democratic Participation In the Classroom
a. In The Nature of Prejudice text, a theory of tolerance was expressed frequently. This theory discussed that a person who has a liberal view of things, and are not as conservative, is living at the core of a democratic life.
b.  From prior research on personality, Allport started to discuss in his seminar ways of how to manage tolerance. 
c. His seminar then started to turn its focus on understanding religious prejudice, racial prejudice, and conflict between groups. He divided his class into committee structures, where students were required to understand and present these topics. 
IV. The Centrality of Life History Research to the Text 
a.    To understand the topic of prejudice and group conflict in more depth, Allport’s students were required to write their own life histories discussing personal experiences with prejudice. This assignment was given to both minority and majority students.
b. To better examine the subject, students wrote in 2 viewpoints. As a person who has acted on prejudice, and writing it as a person who was a object of it. In the survey, students were asked about their demographics, attitudes held against minority groups, how intense those attitudes were, and were given a list of social factors that may have accounted for those feelings toward a certain group. 
c. They then examined their experience of being a victim of prejudice. These questions addressed how the student felt they were disadvantaged by being a part of a certain minority group, particular incidents they experienced firsthand, and how they carried themselves or interacted among their own group members.
d. Allport believed that the best way to understand how prejudice works in the social world, is by documenting subjective experience. This ideal led him to write a life history of his own.
e. He examined all of the same aspects as his students, and found that even though his membership in his class and race didn't reveal much, his object of prejudice approach made him sensitive to other people’s unfair treatment and incidents within the social world. Especially for people who were constantly oppressed. 
V. What Was Gained from Allport and His Students’ Life Histories
a. These life histories emphasized these points: Insecurity—those who are constantly victims of prejudice (minority groups) need to be better cared for in our society.
b. Sympathy—understanding the life of those who are constantly oppressed and judged by majority group members.
c. Religious mistrust & prejudice—educate religious groups to not place prejudice on any particular group in society.
VI. Linkages to Community and Social Action
a. Allport was an advocate for wanting to understand the social problems in society. He was involved in activities that aimed to change people’s outlook on minority groups.
b. He encouraged his students in his Social Relations Seminar to get involved with social action projects. 
c. Created pamphlets that was often used in community education to help decrease the intolerance people have when opinions differ from theirs. 
d. He helped decrease racial discrimination in housing and education. Allport believed that his seminar was the foundation for students to get educated and involved in helping reduce the prevalence of prejudice.
VII. The Nature of the Nature of Prejudice at Mid-Twentieth Century and Today
a. Social psychology has evolved over time. Allport’s life history methods have now been replaced by the experimentation method. One thing that was pointed out by Pettigrew is Allport’s lack of implementing emotional factors. There is too much emphasis on cognitive factors. 
b. There also has been a major shift in how prejudice is studied today through various antiracist perspectives in the field of “race psychologies”.
c. Through The Nature of Prejudice, we can better comprehend the social psychological theory, research, and social involvement during that era.
VIII. Conclusion: Why The Nature of Prejudice is Important
a. This article is important because it has opened the discussion for how we can study prejudice now. We are able to take the methods used then, and improve or build upon them to get a better understanding of the social issue of prejudice. 
b. It is also important to recognize that this type of research can also be applied. From findings we discover about prejudice, we can use that to help better our society, and educate those who tend to be the possessors of prejudice, and advocate for those who are often victims of it.
